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Film Title: Citizen Kane
The focus of the Entry: Expressionist features
Expressionism is a filming technique that incorporates various elements such as atmospheric lighting, camera angles, isolation, long takes, and contrast, among others.  Citizen Kane is deemed as one of the greatest films due to its enormous production techniques that express various situations. Modern filmmakers have been inspired by the expressionist features in this film, thus incorporating them into their works.  
One of the expressionist features in this film is the deep focus. Deep focus can be defined as a strategy that enables a character to remain in focus regardless of their distance from the camera (Fabe 84). The film used a wide-angle lens to keep several characters in focus. One of the scenes in the film that encompasses deep focus is whereby the mother is signing a paper, the young Kane stands outside the window, while the father stands at the door (Fabe 84). The deep-focus cinematography enabled all of these characters to remain on camera even though they are from different angles. One of the advantages of the above technique is that it gives the audience a choice to select what to see rather than being bound to a specific scene of character. This style does not limit the viewers’ attention to focus on the developing issues in the film. Therefore, the deep focus is mainly used to draw the attention of the audience into some actions taking place.  
Complex sound is another expressionist feature in this film. The film has a record of ear innovation. The use of overlapping dialogue enabled the characters to communicate over each other’s lines. The scene in the screening room sequence is a good example of an event that employed overlapping dialogue (Fabe 94). The film also utilized a lighting mix technique to depict the aspect of complex sound. This style involves the use of sound effects while transitioning between the scenes. 
The film also uses shadow and light to express certain meanings or changes in the atmosphere. For instance, lighting has been used to show desired emotions following certain events in the movie. An excellent example is after the death of Charles Foster Kane. After his death, the camera moves away from Charles hence showing that this character is lifeless (Fabe 85). The film also incorporates chiaroscuro lighting, which creates a dark or contrast in lighting as a way of altering the entire environment.  
The film also employees low-angle compositions and expressive camera movement to depict the psychological states of the characters. Capturing images from a low angle implies that the character can be either confident or dominant. The camera angle was very low to show how Kane was defeated by other characters. Kane was afraid that his adulterous affairs would be brought to light (Jukola Art Community 2). Therefore, the low angle camera proves that Kane was powerless. 
In a nutshell, Citizen Kane is an interesting film that entails a lot of expressionist features. Welles’ managed to utilize these features not only to capture the attention and emotions of viewers but also to pass vital information. Generally, the film indicates a high level of creativity since most of these innovative skills were never used before this film. I recommend this video! 
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